
ENGLISH		2
English Discussion (SEMANTICS)


Answer Questions 1:
	Representational theory entails placing symbols in conversations to represent certain words like nouns and verbs. They complement or substitute the actual words. The words are then viewed from a literal perspective and not the underlying intentions of the author or the speaker. The referential theory claims that the meaning of word lies to where it is pointing. In this theory, the words are dissected based on social, cultural, legal or personal perceptions. In this analysis, a word or a set of words can have multiple meanings depending on the context in which they were written or spoken.  

Answer Questions 2:
	David lewis subscribes to the representational theory that believes in using symbols to find the meaning of words and sentences. At the beginning of his quote, he says he will not conform to the expectation of people that try to define words depending on rules and perceptions. He claims that words should be defined and analyzed literally and that trying to understand the intentions or the attitudes of the speaker or author often leads to confusion.

Answer Questions 3:
	A sense relationship test exhibits a sense of similarity between words. The primary role of this test is to prove that the words are related in meaning, although they may be different in structure. Ambiguity may be present, but the literal meaning remains constant. The identity test challenges the structure of the words; it draws a direct relation from the general sense and not the literal meaning. In this test, synonymy is discarded. A saving institution is known as a 'bank', and the sides of a river are also known as a 'bank'. The sense relationship test identifies the relationship between the two sets of words and acknowledges similarity. However, the identity test discards the synonymy based structure of the separate words.

Answer Questions 4:
	An example of a complementary antonym pair is boy-girl. The pair are complementary because they are categorized as gender. Their similarity is thus based on genes, but they appear on opposites sides of their scale (Peterson, 2018). A boy cannot naturally turn into a boy because their conditions are fixed. They exist in the same scope of comparison, and their existences are absolute. An example of gradable antonyms are hot-cold, these two words fall under the scale of temperature, and they appear in a continuous state. A cold temperature can turn to hot temperature in a continuous state. Between them exists a warm state that explains the transition process between the two gradable antonyms. They are thus closely related that the boy-girl pair.
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